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READ EACH SENTENCE
SLOWLY AND THINK

ABOUT IT.

Love starts with a smile,
grows with a kiss,

and ends with a tear.

Don't cry over anyone who
won't cry over you.
Good friends are hard to find,
harder to leave, and
impossible to forget.
Don't let the past hold you
back, you're missing the

good stuff.

BEST FRIENDS are the
siblings God forgot to give us.
When it hurts to look back,
and you're scared to look

ahead, you can look beside
you and your BEST FRIEND

will be there.

Nobody is perfect until you fall
in love with them.

And You never know the value
of any till you lose it!
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Volume 1. Issue 6. Jesus Christ is Lord Rs 5. June 2010

Lord Jesus said:

By this shall all men know
You are My Disciples.

hat You Love One Another
As | have Loved You

John 13:35:; 15:12.
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Promise for this Month: Psalm 37:34

Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall
exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked

are cut off, thou shalt see it.
Green Pastures is written, designed and published by:

MINISTRY
VISION

A. Ot hni el , for Calvaryos
e To make quality,
reproduuﬂg Y ><>\of <><
disciples. The teachi_ng}s inside this magazine can be used freely for the
Mat 28:18-20 ediTication of Goddos pelopl e

But not for commercial use. Mention source.
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e To present each
one perfect in
Christ.

Col.1:28-29.

A.Othniel, 5/701, Dev Darshan, G. B. Road,

Kasarvadvali B.O., THANE 6 400601.Mumbai

Tel: 022 2597 0650. Cell: 98920 93534. ao58@live.com
www.aothniel.net | www.ctouch.org.in

e To reach the
unreached.

Rom.15:20.

e To defend the
faith. Jude 3.
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Send Rs50fper annum to receive Green Pastures regularly|to:

MEDIA RESOURCES Audio -Video CD/DVDs

(Rs50/-only for each one, incl postage) A=Audio, V=Video

English elugu (6 messages + songs CBs 5

(A CD with 8 messages + Sond®s 50) | |L. New Life in Chris®A

How to be A Winner in Life- A& V 2. Intimacy with Christ A

2. How to Win others (2)0 A & V 3. Storms of life-A

3. Obstacles to MaturitpA 4. Obstacles to MaturitypA

4. Storms of Life (2)0A 5. Growing into His GlorydA &V

5. A Father ds CoAx\w|i6tGrosvingfroni Raith tolavé A&V
6. You can be Chang&i 7. Building Blocks of Family Ld&/

7. Growing into His Glory (2pA & V 8. Testimony of Muslim GV

8. Return oA&GodJd s||Maratlir(Beveral audio messages wit
9. The Challenge of Disciplemakit®y & V| | songs in one CB Rs 504)

10. Building Block of Family liiféd & V | |1. Making Choices (Joshua 24:1B)& V
11. All India Youth Cultural NiteV 2. How to be a Winner in Lifé A &V
Hindi : 17 messages + 60 songs &Rs 50 [3. Growing into His Glornyd A & V

1. Being Holy amidst Sinful worddA & V | |4. Building Block of Family L#eA & V
2. Mature & MultiphpA & V 5. How to Win others6 A & V

§/. Humility, Unity & Maturity (Eph 4A & | [Kannada

1. Obstacles to Maturity) V
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Books written by A. Othniel in English 4 0’

4. Walk Worthy of His Calld A& V
5. Growing together in Chrisd A & V
6. Maturing to Teachers (Heb & & VW
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Comfort & Encouraging messagBs 30J11. Grace, So Amazing! The Life story g
Basic Foundation Truths,21 lessés3( A. Othniel. Rs15
Bible Doctrines: Rs 15/ 12. The Challenge & Call of Missions: R
The Body of Christ: the ChuretRs 15/ |13. The Partnership in Missions: Rs-30/
The Gifts of the Holy Spirit: Rs 25/ |1 4. The Secrets of
The Fruit of the Holy Spirit: Rs 15/  |15. From Glory to Glory (being written)
How to be A Winner in Life: Rs 30/  |16. The Art of Making Disciples: Rs 200
Maximize Your Leadership : Rs-30/ |17. Discern Truth from Error: Rs 16/

Be A Successful Student: Rs-30/ 18. Pamphlets and tracts (Free)
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10. Time Management : Rs 30/ 19. Green Pastures Magazine: Rs H0A.

>> All the above are written in English and some are translated into Hindi, Marathi and
Oriya languages. The quoted prices are suggested gifts to cover postage only. Any gifts

toward producing the resources are welcome and appreciated.

Address to order / send gifts:

A. Othniel. 5/701, Dev Darshan, G. B. Road, Kasarvadvali P.O.,
Thaned 400 601. Mumbai.

23 Php 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches...



GENERAL NEWS

The CalTvaryodos T oumgsMin
~ making a difference since 1985! Join

To Evangelize, Edify & Equip All Nations to Glorify God |

You are welcome to join to pray, participate & partner with Bro. A.Othniel in the
lowing ministries to build God's KingfMaote: C - refers to Calvary)

><> C-Gospel Outreach :-preaching gospel of salvation by all means and
methods to save souls.

><> C-Disciples' Churches :- making and multiplying Quality disciples amon
the unreached people and gathering into & shepherding them, like NT
churches.

><> C-Disciplemakers' Network (CDNet) - connecting all believers in-
terested or involved in making disciples, to equip with regular resources to
multiply disciples.

><> C-Youth Network (CYNet) - connecting all youths to equip with win-
ning skills by providing regular resources for victorious living.

><> C-Leadership Training Conferences (CLT) - to maximize
leadership potential and to equip with skills to serve like the Master.
><> C-Publishin% .- Green Pastures, a Magazine for healthy growth!

Suggested annual gift Rs 50 only. Collect or send g{ift for 5 addresses and get a
free CD/DVD or book. Books on various biblical and practical subjects

available in English, Hindi, Marathi, & Oriya. Ask for the list of books.

><> C-Media - Messages in Audio and Video in CD/DVDs available in
English, Hindi, Marathi, Kannada, & Telugu, for Rs d&th. Calvary TV on
Internetwatch anytime, anywhere

><> C-Net Solutions - Internet domain registrations, webhosting and de-
signing at lowest rates! Bible teaching & counseling through websites, email and
chatting.

><> C-Counseling & Care :- Crisis counseling & practical help to the poor.

><> C-Celebrate Victory :- Youth Festivals, Family seminars,-eiw:teach
and train youth on personality development, etc and families, based on biblical

principles.

To join or for more info, contact today:

A. Othniel, 5/701, Dev Darshan, G.B.Road,

Kasarvadvali B.O., Than¢00 601. Mumbai.

Tel & Fax: 022 2597 0650. Cell: 98920 93534.

Email: ao58@live.com. Websites: www.aothniel.net | www.ctouch.org.in

><> Rebuilding lives ~ Multiplying Disciplemakers <><

Phil 1:3 |l thank God ...for your 22ell o

\WistNele)YI=m 'He will fulfill the desire of them tha .
fear him: he also will hear their cry, ai™ Poadt
will save them. Psalm 145:19. 3 <

Welcome! Praise God for enabling us to continue feeding :
the Green Pastures for healthy gi]rowth. To God be all gﬁ_lor) i v, |
interesting stories pour in about how God is using this little tool to bless lives.
One girl gn C.G) who was in jail for murder was given Green Pastures by
somebody and she was convicted to take water baptism after reading it in
June issue. Other leaders and pastors are using the messages to teach others

and learn new truths. You can also share how you are blessed by this.

As su?gested in the last issue, it is encouraging to see subscriptions pouring in
and also some extra gifts being sent for this minidtgase reserve your

copy by sending your subscription urgently if you have not done al-

ready. Otherwise, this may be your last copy! We are being wise and

not aggressive in sending to those who are not really reading it or do not
really want it. So E'Iease make sure that you get your copy if you really need
Green Pastures. However, those who have sent some gift for ministry will

continue to receive regularly. We are updating the mailing list now.

Henceforth, who send addresses must collect or send subscriptions for 5 or
more to get a gift CD/DVD or book free! Otherwise, only one sample copy
would be sent to each recommended addresses.

This month, the Questions Answered page is replaced by the Counsel page as

detailed teaching 1Is given on o0 the
growing cold in love and spiritual zeal these days. Hope it will enlighten, en-

courage and edify many believers to minister to those who need it.

Finally, praise God and thank each of you for your prayers and support for
this teaching ministry. To help you order books, audio or video resources, , a
catalog is included in the last page. Your partnership in our ministries is
needed and appreciated, please go through the various ministries listed on
Gener al News page and | et us know vy

Kingdom together with us. Amen. God bless you.

Letting Go of Our Anxiety

Forgiving those who commit wrongs against us doesn't necessarily guarantee
easler lives. We still have to deal with difficult people and face the stresses of
life. There are pressures beyond our control that will wear us down if we are

not careful to release them to God.

Here's the solution how to face our anxieties. The Apostle Paul gave us a
strateﬁy to help us deal with the troubles of daily life: " Let heaven fill your
thoughts. Do not think only about things down here on earth. For you died
when Christ died, and yur real life is hidden with Christ in God" (Colossians
3:23). The Apostle also wrote, " Don't worry about anI)K/thing, instead, pray
about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank Him for all He has
done. If you do this, you will experience God's peace, which is far more won-
derful than the human mind can understand. His peace will guard your hearts
and minds as you live in Christ Jesus" (Philippiang)4Bhis last verse gives

us the image of a guard patrolling our hearts and minds to keep out the press-

ing anxieties of life.

Just as we have to continually forgive, we also have to continually release our
worries and specific needs to God., He will, in turn, protect us and give us the
peace that passes all understanding. Be Encouraged,

3 Mt 6:33 0seek ye first the kingdom of



DOCTRINE Rebuilding the Ruined Altars -2

1Kings 18:30-38. "Elijah repaired the altar of the Lord, ...".
>> Contd from last issue >> How Elijah Repaired the Altar?

1. He took twelve stones : he did not borrow from others. He chose carefuBy. The
Lord Jesus chose His disciples. He made a fresh altar from the stones. Believers in
Christ are like the lively stones (1Pet. 2:5). With such people, I.e. those who belong to

the Lord can become one to offer praise and worship to Him. Not others.

2. They represent all the tribes of Israel : Though at that time only ten tribes were
together and other two were separated from them, yet to worship the Lord and pray to
Him, they were represented as one. It speaks of Unity. Unless we are united the Lord

will not hear.

3. To them the word of the Lord came :those who hear and obey His word alone
are worthy to pray and worship Him.

4. They were called by a new name, Israel :we have to become new people with
new relationship, new nature everything new as per 2Cor.5:17. Then we become wor-

thy to pray.

5. He made the altar in the name of the Lord :the Lord's Name is to be exalted.
Not any other name. How great any man or woman maybe; not in their name. His name
is to be attached to every prayer/ worship/ ministry. He has to get the gharyany
man.

6. He made everything fool proof :there was nothing the enemies could accuse him
of. Everything was in order and proper. It was according to the pattern God revealed
through Moses about worshipping Him. Whether we are following His pattern or-man

made systems/ traditions?

7. what he told them to do, they did : there was unquestioning obedience and co
operation from the people. We together build the Lord's altar and His house. 1 Thess.
5:12; 1Tim. 5: 17; Titus 2: 15; Heb.13: 7, 17.

8.There was abundance of water poured out on the altar and sacrifice  : The
Word of God needs to be abundantly preached and practiced before God could hear

our prayers and bless us. Not scarcely.

9. At the time of the evening sacrifice :though he could not be at the place of the
sacrifice, at the altar in the temple at Jerusalem; he made sure he was at this altar at the
time of sacrifice. Now it is not the place, but the time and how we worship the Lord.
Are we keeping the time? In the N.T., we read about the time of prayer in Acts 3:1;

10:9; 10: 30; 16: 16; 16:13. Our lives are to be like that. Romans 12:1.

10. He prayed the prayer of exalting the Lord and identifying His calling by )
the Lord : God does everything because of who He is and who we are to Him. His

nature and our relationship are important.

11. that | have done all these things at Thy word : that is the key in getting answer
to our prayers. When we do everything according to His word, we can see blessings.

12. that those people may know Him :the purﬁ_ose of His prayer and sacrifice was
to make Him known to others. Not to get glory to himself but to make known who the
Lord is. Our prayers must help others to know the Lord and not to get appreciation to
ourselves.

13. that Thou has turned their hearts back again : repentance and restoration was
the need of the hour. God answers prayer if and when we are willing to repent and turn

to Him. 2Chronicles 7:14.

14. for there is the abundance of rain (Vs 41) : soon after the sacrifice was ac-
cepted, there was rain. The blessings came. Our prayers/ worship need to be acceptable

to the Lord and then His blessings are assured. Hebrews 185180: 2226. Amen!

1Co 3:10 | have | aid the foundati on, | e

The Backslider in Heart 1

COUNSEL
-When Love Grows Cold

>> Contd from previous page >>

The Consequences Of Backsliding In Heart

6) The backslider in heart will bl of his own troubles . Instead of keepin

out of temptation. he will run right into. He will bring upon himself multitudes
of trials He is not at peace with God, with himself, the Church., nor with the
world. But while he complains of being so tied by everything around him, he is

constantly making things worse!

7) The backslider in heart will billed with his own anxieties . He will be
worried about himselfibout his business. his reputation, about every thing! He
has taken all these things out of the hands of God. Hence having faith in God
no longer, and being unable to control events, he has to be filled with worry
about the future. These anxieties are the inevitable result of his madness and

folly in forsaking God.

How To Recover From A State Of Backsliding

1) Remember from where you have fallen . Face the question at
once and deliberately compare your present state with that in which

you once walked with God.

2) Take a good, honest look at your true position . Don't put off
any longer dealing with the conflict between God and your soul and the

differences between God and you.

3) Repent at once and do your first works once again. (Rev. 2:5)

4) Do not attempt to get back by merely changing what you do on
the outside. Begin with your heart and immediately get right with God.
Give yourself no rest until the question of your acceptance before Him

is completely settled.

5) Do not act like a mere convicted sinner and think that you must
"reform and make ?/ourself better" before you can come to Christ. But
understand distinctly that coming to Christ alone, can make you better!
However much distress you may feel, know for certain that until you
repent and accept His will unconditionally, you are no better and are
constantly growing worse. Until you throw youself upon His sover-

eign mercy and thus return to God, He will accept nothing from you or

from your hands.

6) Do not imagine yourself to be in a justified state, for you know in
Xour heart that you are not. Your conscience condemns you. and you
now that God ought to condemn you. For if He justified you in your

present state, your conscience could not justify Him. Come then to
Christ at once, like the guilty sinner that you are. Own up and take all
the shame and responsibility upon yourself, and believe that in spite of
all your wanderings from God, He loves you still. He has loved you with
an everlasting love, and with loving kindness is even now drawing you

back to Himself. Amen. <><

Counselor

21 1Co 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.



The Backslider in Heart AR

COUNSEL
-When Love Grows Cold.

>> Contd from previous page >>

What Are The Evidences Of A Backslidden Heart

12) The loss of interest in the question of Holiness . If you are a Chris-
tian, you have felt that sin was an abomination to your soul. You have had inex-
pressible longings to be rid of it forever, and everything that could throw light
upon that question of a%onlzm_g importance was most desperately crucial to
you. If this question has been dismissed and is no longer of any steres to you, it
is because you are backslidden in heart.

13) A lack of interest in God's Word . Perhaps nothing more conclusively
proves that a Christian has a backslidden heart than his losing his interest in the
Bible. While the heart is full of love, no book in the world is so precious; but
when that love is gone, the Bible becomes not only uninteresting but often re-
pulsive. There is no faith to accept its promises, but conviction enough left to

dread it's threatenings.
The Consequences Of Backsliding In Heart

"The backsides in heart will have his fill of his own waysoVerbs 14:14

1) The backslider in heart will billed with his own mistakes . He is not
walking with God. He is not led by the Spirit, but is walking in spiritual dark-
ness. In this state he is sure to fall into many terrible mistakes: mistakes in busi-

Counselor

ness, mistakes in relationships, mistakes in using his time, his tongue, his money.

Indeed all will go wrong with him as long as he remains in a backslidden state.

2) He shall bdilled with his own feelings . Instead of that sweet peace and
rest in the Holy Spirit that he once had, he will find himself in a state of unrest,
dissatisfied with himself and everyone else. It is sometimes very trying to live
with a backslider They are often toqchﬁ, fault f_|nd|n?1, and irritating in all their
ways. They have forsaken God and in their feelings there is more of hell than of

heaven.

3) The backslider in heart will billed with his own words . While in this
state, he will not and can not control his ton%ue. It will prove itself to be an
unruly member full of deadly poison.( James :8?1'BF\1/ his words he will entangle
himself in many difficulties and problems from which he can never free himself

until he comes back to God.

4) The backslider in heart will bieill of his own cares . He has turned back to
selfishness. He counts himself and his possessions as his very own and tries to
manage everything for himself in his own wisdom and for his own sake. Conse-

guently, his cares will be multiplied and come upon him like a deluge.

5) The backslider in heart will bi#dled with his own lustings . His appetites

and passions which had been kept under control have now resumed their full
course, and having been kept down so long, they will seem to avenge them-
selves by becoming more demanding and unruly than ever. These animal appe-
tites and passions will burst forth to the astonishment of the backslider, and he
will probably find himself more under their control and enslaved by them than

he ever was before.
>> contd in next page >>

Col 1:28 Him we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wiadom;

ENCOURAGEMENT Failing Forward!

-turning mistakes into stepping stones for succesd

J.M. Barrie said, " We are all failiasleast all the best of us are.” The well
known leadership trainer, John Maxwell, writes that, in hispR® years of
leadership experience, one of the most valuable but underestimated abilities
that leaders can possess is the ability to do what he calls " failing forward". It's
more than having a good attitude about your mistakes and its a step beyond
simply taking risks. Failing forward is the ability to get back up after you've been
knocked down, learn from your mistake, and move forward in a better direc-

tion.

You see everybody makes mistakes. But the real difference between average
people and achieving people is their Perception of and Response to failure.
Nothing else has the same kind of impact on people's ability to accomplish their

dreams.

What do you dream of accomplishing? Unfortunately, no matter how gifted or
knowledgeable you are, you will make mistakes. Failure is the price you must
pay on the road to success. That's just how it works. But the good news is that
the better you are at failing forward, the sooner you can accomplish your

dreams.

Here are a few common misconceptions about failure. Look at and take an
honest inventory to determine if your perception of failure is what it should be.

It will help you to change the way you think about failure.

1. People think Failure is Avoidable, it's NOT: You've probably heard the say-
ing, " To err is human, to forgive divine." This was common among Romans
about 2000 years ago. Things today are the same as they were then: People
make mistakes. Don't buy into the notion that mistakes can somehow be
avoided. Accept that you will err because you're human, but don't let that keep

you from pursuing your dreams.

2. People think Failure is an Even, it's Not: Failure is just like success. Its a day
to day process, not some place you just arrive one day. Failure is not-a one
time event, it's how you deal with life along the way. Yes, you will make mis-
takes, but you can't conclude that you're a failure until you breathe your last
breath. Until then, you're still in the process, and there is still time to turn the

things around for the better.

3. People think Failure is Objective, it's Not: When you forget a meeting, miss a
deadline, damage a relationship, or make a poor choice concerning your chil-
dren, what determines whether that action was a failure? Is it the size of the
problem it creates, the amount of money your company loses, or how much
criticism you have to endure? The truth is that you are the only person who
can label what you do a failure. Failure is subjective. Your perception of and
response to your mistakes determine whether they are failures. Determine to
see your mistakes as merely temporary lapses, and start using them as stepping

stones to success.

4. People think Failure is the enemy, its Not: Most people try to avoid failure
like the plague. They're afraid of it. But it takes adversuF( to create success.
NBA coach Rick Pitino sa¥s, "Failure is good. It's fertilizer. Everything I've
learned about coaching I've learned from making mistakes." If you desire to be a
big achiever, you can't see mistakes as the enemy. Begin to perceive mistakes a:

opportunities rather than opponents. >> contd on page 11 >>

5 Rom 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him.



FOUNDATIONS 6. The Church K
"And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved."
Acts 2:47.

e Whatis Church?

In the Greek it is "ekklesia= 'called out people'. So the church is made u? of
those who are saved by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and are separated from
the world unto Him. It is NOT a building but an Assembly of God's People.

The Church is also known as the Body of Christ. There are two aspects ot the
Church: One is the Universal Church, made up of all past, present and future

saints.

And the other is the Local Church, the present gathering of saints at a particu-
lar geographical location.

In the Book of Acts we read the history of the early church in the transitional
stage (not the doctrine). In the Epistles, we have the clear explanation and
teaching about the Church.

Acts 2:4147; Rom. 16:5; 1Cor.1:2; 16:19; Eph. 1:22,23:-323
e The Functions & Ordinances in the Church

There are mainly four functions we read about in Acts 2:42.
1. Apostl es®d teaching: studying the
2.Fe||OWShiPZ gathering regularly and sharin together.
3. Breaking of bread: Holy Communion: Maintaining unity at the Lord's table.
4. Prayers: Corporately for one another and the work of the Lord.
In addition, there: was praise, worship, sharing in one another's needs (social

concern), witnessing, etc.

The Two Ordinances the Lord has given to the Church are:

1. Water Baptism: to baptize the believers, accepting them into His Church.
2. Communion: to remember the Lord's death and resurrection till He comes
The Primary task of the Church is contained in the Great Commission the

Lord has given to His disciples in Matthew 28218 To Make disciples of alll
nations. i.e. to preach the gospel of salvation to save souls and to make the

saved ones to become His followers.

e 7 Reasons Why You Should be part of a Local Church?

Every saved, born again believer must associate himself with sbBiigeing,
Christ-centered Church. The Church is in the centre of God's plan and work

in the world today. You must be actively involved in a local church to be of use
to God. Some may say why can't we worship God in the comfort of our
homes, enjoying the best preaching and music that television has to offer? Why

we really need church!

() It is anExpression of our Love for God

Going to church is a visible, tangible expression of our love and worship
toward God. It is where we can gather with other believers to J)ubhcly bear
witness of our faith and trust in God, something that is required of all Chris-
tians (Matt. 10:3383) -- and it is where we can bring Him offerings of praise,

thanks, and honor, which are pleasing to Him.

>Ask for a book on Basic Foundations. >> Contd on next page >>

Mat 16:18 And | say also unto thee,... and upon this rock | will build my church;6

The Backslider in Heart 1

COUNSEL
-When Love Grows Cold

>> Contd from previous page >>

3) An ungoverned temper . While the heart is full of love, the temper will
naturally be patient and sweet. Or if at any time it should go so far as to escape
from selfcontrol, a truly loving heart will quickly confess and break down, re-
penting with true humility. enever there is an irritable, uncontrolled tem-

per, you may know that there's a backslidden heart.

4) The loss of interest in truly spiritual conversation. "For the mouth speaks
out of that which fills the heart. " (Matt. 12:34) No conversation is so sweet to
a truly loving heart as that which relates to Christ and to our living Christian

experience.

5) Searching for worldly amusements - The most grateful amusements

possible to a truly spiritual mind are those that bring the soul into the most
direct communion with God. A loving heart is jealous of everything that will
breakup or interfere with its union with God. When the soul does not find

more delight in God than in all worldly things, the heart is sadly backslidden.

6) A lack of interest in evangelism & missions. If you lose your interest in
these works and for reachln% those in heathen lands, and do not delight in the
conversion of souls everywhere, you may know that you are backslidden in

heart.

7) A fault -finding, critical spirit . The disposition to fasten blame, showing a
lack of confidence in the good intention & motives of others. It is a spirit of
distrust of Christian character and what they say. It is a state of mind that re-
veals harsh words and harsh judgments of individuals. The state is entirely in-
compatible with a true loving heart, and whenever a judgmental spirit is mani-
fested by a professing Christian, you may know that there is a backslidden

heart.

8) A self-indulgent spirit . By selfindulgence, | mean the inclination to ﬁratify
the aﬁpeutes, passions, and to fulfill the desires of the flesh and of the mind.
" (Eph. 2:3) The appetite for food is frequently, and perhaps more frequently
than any other, the oceasion for backsliding. Few Christians, | fear, sense any
danger In this area. God's injunction is, "Whether, then, you eat or drink or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. " (1 Cor. 10:31) Christians forget
this and eat and drink to please themselves. More persons are ensnared by

their tables than the Church is aware of.

10) When secret,private prayer is regarded more as a duty than as a privi-
lege. It has always appeared to me most ridiculous to hear Christians speak of
rayer as a duty. It is an infinite privilege to be allowed to come to God and ask
or the supply of all our needs. But to pray because we must rather than be-

cause we may is a sad, sad thing, and a certain indication of a backslidden heart.

11) A backslidden heart often reveals itself by the manner in which people
pray. For example, praying as if in a state of condemnation, very much like an
unconverted sinner, is an evidence of a backslidden heart. His confessions and
selfaccusations in prayer show to others what perhaps he does not well un-
derstand himself. Instead of being filled with faith and love he is more or less
convicted of sin and is conscious deep within that he is not in a state of

acceptance by God. >> contd in next page >>

Counselor

19 Jas 5:16 Confegmurfaults one to another, and pray one for another,.. be healed.



The Backslider in Heart A

COUNSEL
-When Love Grows Cold. Counselos

Today we see so many believers growing cold and that depr ===
us. We have to know the truth about backsliding and why once such fervent
believers become so dull and lose interest in spiritual matters. Here are an-

swers to so many such questions our minds are filled with. We will see:

1. What backsliding in heart is not,

2. What backsliding in heart is,

3. What are the evidences of a backslidden heart,

4. What are the consequences of backsliding in heart, and
5. How to recover.

What Backsliding in heart is not.

It does not consist of not having excited religious feelings. No longer having
those great spiritual feelings may be an evidence of a backslidden heart but it is
not the cause of such a state.

What backsliding in heart is.

1. It is in taking back that consecration to God and His service that
constitutes true conversion.

2. Itis the leaving by a Christian of his first love. Rev. 2:4.

3. It consists in the Christian withdrawing himself from entire and total
surrender to God and coming again under the control of a-pldfising spirit.

4. It also must be said that a person may have a backslidden heart even though
he maintains an outward appearance of religion. We have all seen different men
erform the same or similar outward acts from widely different (and often
rom opposite) motives. No doubt the most intense selfishness often takes on a
religious form. And there are man)(1 considerations that might lead a backslider
in heart to keep up this spiritual show, even though he has lost the power of

godliness in his soul.

What Are The Evidences Of A Backslidden Heart

1? A lack of Spiritual ené'oyment is evidence of a backslidden heart. We
always love saying and doing those things that please the one we love most.
When the heart is not backslidden, real communion with God is kept up, and
therefore all spiritual devotions are not only performed with pleasure, but the
communion with God involved in them is a source of rich and continual
blessing. If we do not enjoy the service of God it is because we do not truly

serve Him.

2) An outward formality  in religious exercises. A stereotyped, formal way
of saying and doing things that is clearly the result of habit rather than the out
gushing of a true spiritual life. In prayer or fellowship, this formality will be

emotionless and as cold as ice and will reveal a total lack of sincerity in the per-
formance of all spiritual service. Such a state would be impossible where there

was a present, living faith and a true godly zeal.

>> contd in next page >>
Rev 2:5 Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do wibgks.

sleCuch g
>> Contd from previous page
e 7 Reasons Why You Should be part of a Local Church?
The psalmist wrote, ol wildl decl ar e
the assembly | wildl praise Youd6 (Psa

(2) It builds up ourSpiritual Strength .

Receiving the preaching and teaching of the Word of God increases our faith
and builds us up spiritually. Every believer knows what it is to face spiritual con-
flicts to their faith, and must realize the importance of being fed spiritually so
that they can overcome the challenges. (Eph.-68)0 How important that we
take every opportunity available to
Wor d. 0So t hen faith comes by hear

Goddé (Rom. 10:17).
(3) It brings a special visitationoftheor d s Pr esence

There is the promise of a special %
two or more gather specifically in the name of Jesus. By implication, this means
whenever o0Jesusdéd is the object of ;

etc. The scripture says that God inhabits the praise of His people (Psa. 22:3),
OFor where two or three are gathereda

mi dst of themé (Matt. 18:20).

(4) It providesfellowship with other Christians

Gathering_together also has compounded importance to the relationship of the
brethren. The Bible makes it clear that a right relationship with God requires a
vertical fellowship with God and a horizontal fellowship with other believers. It
is not possible to love God and refuse to love the brethren. (Matt. 6:15; 1 John

2:910).
(5) Itis an act obbedience to God .

The writer of the Hebrew epistle tells us not to forsake assembling together,
i mﬁl.yl ng that continued absence can
another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another,
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. For it we sin willfully
after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a

sacri fice f oFr26)sSemaksdames ¢:He b . 10: 24
6) It providesaccountability to spiritual leadership

()Obely those who rule over you, and
your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not
with grief for that would be unprof

this system of accountébility for the progress and protection of His flock. The
Bible tells us to know them that are over us in the Lord (1 Thes. 5:12). Submis-
sion necessitates a commitment and relationship to a local body of believers

and to their spiritual leaders.

(7)IthonorstheLor d6s Day

They gathered on Sunday to break bread as the resurrection day of Jesus (Acts
20: 7, 1 Cor. 16:2). This day of wor s

1:10), a day to fellowship with and remember the Lord, <><

7 Heb 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,



FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 5. Gentleness

Gentleness is kindnesss love's servicedoing little things that

encourage, reinforce and support.

Read: Gal.5:22; 1 Cor.13:4; 2 Cor.10:1; 1Thess.2:7; 2Tim.2:24; Tit.3:2; Ja.3:17;
Eph.4:132; Col.3:12; 2Sam.22:36; Ps.18:35, 40:11, 42:3.

Why we need to be gentle or kind?

1. God is kindPs.31:21, 18:35,;1s.54:8;Neh.9:17; 15.54:10.

2. Christ demonstrated kindnesks.40:11,42:3; 2Cor.10:1; Matt.11:29.
-in touching lepers & healing them,

-in His dealings with peopfed them, taught them.

-in His treatment of childresblessed them, gave life the dead girl.
-in the Samaritan story, in the 'lost sheep' parable.

3. The Old Testament saints diplayed it:

-David towards Sat2Sa.2:%,

-Joseph towards his brotheiGen.50:21.

4. Paul showed example in his lifEThess.2:7;Ac.20:9420;2Tim.2:24.
- as a nurse, sensitive, careful, soft, affectionate and tenderly.

5. Believers exhorted to be kind to one another:
Eph.4:32;c0l.3:12;Tit.3:2;Jam.3:17;2Pet.1:7.
* How to express gentleness or kindness in the practical ways: -

. By speaking kindly (not roughly, rashly or hurtingly): Gen.50:21;2Chron.10:7.
. By being faithful & trust worthy: Ruth 3:10.

. By helping in social/physical welfare: 2Saf6.2:5

. By not repaying evil nor being ungrateful: Lk.6:35.

. By behaving wisely in word & deed: Prov.31:26; Ja.3:17.

. By correcting the wrongdoer: Ps.141:5.

N o ok~ W0ODN B

. By not striving (quarrellingbeing softhearted: 2Tim.2:24; Tit.3:2.
- (not speaking evil of anyone).

* Gentleness is not sentimental, but of outgoing service, even in small ways,
doing little things.

" The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality

and without hypocrisy." James 3:17.
>> Ask for books on The Fruit & Gifts of the Holy Spirit. <><

1 Th 2:7. But we were gentle among &ou,

LEADERSHIP FAMOUS PEOPLE WITH

HIDDEN POTENTIAL

A. Winston Churchill - He seemed so dull as a youth, which
father thought he might be incapable of earning a living in England.

B. Charles Darwin - He did so poorly in school, his father once told him,
"You '11 be a disgrace to yourself and all your family."

C. Thomas Edison - A teacher described him as "addled" and his father
almost convinced him he was a dunce.

D. Einstein - His parents feared he was dull. He performed so badly in all his
high school courses his teacher asked him to drop out, telling him, " You will
never amount to anything, Einstein."

E. Walt Disney - He used to sketch, but when he tried to get a job for a

newspaper they told him he should try something else because he had no
touch for sketching. One man saw his sketch, gave him a dollar, and told him

to keep trying.
F. Abraham Lincoln - He failed at least nine major times before he became

President. He ran for Governor, Senator, and President and failed at all. They
said he was too simple, yet he went on trying until he became one of Amer-

ica's greatest Presidents.

G. Napoleon was 42 in his military Academy Class! And you know what he
became!

H. Isaac Newton did poorly at school.

I. Col. Sanders' recipe was rejected no fewer than 1,000 times! Yet his
Kentucky Fried Chicken became "finger lickin' good" to millions of people
around the world.

J. Joy Ridderholf returned to the USA from the mission field devastated

because she could not succeed as a missionary due to ill health. But later she
founded the Gospel Recording Inc. through which millions of people are now

able to hear the gospel in their own languages.
K. William Carey was a cobbler by profession and was rejected by the mis-

sion Board in England. But Carey went to India as a missionary against great
odds and did a phenomenal task: He translated the Bible into some 30 Indian

languages and was hailed as the "Father of modern Missions."

The Bible Is the best leadership book available today.
No other book teaches the principles of leadership better. Iflyou

want to be an effective leader, read the Bible

Note: If you find this interesting, useful and edifying to you why
not get it every month? Thiis i
Pastureso for you, if you hfave
Suggested gift is Rs 50bnly for one year. Send or collect 5 or
more subscriptions and get a free gift CD/DVD or book! Why
\_ not recommend to others? God bless you much. Thank you

/

17 Psa 37:34 Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee...



. . Godods Bl7es si
Leadership Potential _ _ .
God wants to use all of us. Like the old iawbone of the don The Promotion of Blessing: through the life of Joseph

WYL How to Maximize your =N\ BIBLE STUDY The Secrets of
| 14

in the hand of Samson, the crooked stick in the hand of Mc y The story of Joseph i s | i kte-rapstoircihcehses! 6 He wa:
the broken vessel in the hand of Gideon, so the Lord takese== beloved of his father and had the best dress to wear. This brou%ht envy of his
base things, the weak, the rejected, the youngest in the family, brothers; they hated him because their father loved him more than them all.
the fishermen with a bad temper, the tax collector with a faulty character, the And also Joseph had revealed to them so innocently the dreams he had about
persecutor Saul, the harlot Mary Magdalene, and changes and uses them. them bowing before him. It is natural that you do not want to hear anything

that belittles you or that denigrates your worth and status. After all, they

We all may have been like that crooked stick, but now we are instruments of were all older than him.

righteousness, used to do His mighty works. Yes, we all have a great potential

in Christ. There arc no rejects, no impossible cases, no(jaast too bad, no fault This envy led to enmity and they looked for opportunity to execute their evil
too ruinous, no stain He can't remove. Yes, He can do this. Yes, we can lans. When Joseph went to enquire about their welfare, they tried to kill
receive this word of truth and face our generation with great confidence. So im. But God preserved him, because He had a great plan for his future and
will Kou, with thousands of others say with me, "Yes...I can...become mighty in theirs too!

the hand of God. My past is buried with Christ, my future is resurrected wit

And then what happened is history recorded for us in Genesis 37 onwards.

Christ, and my destiny is sealed by Christ." The strar:jge t]tling we notice in the life of Joseph is that he never prayed or

Deep within our hearts lies the golden holy storehouse of unlimited potential. aske or Godods blessings!? But God
God has deposited many great and wonderful seeds intoour lives. All we need him, but made him a blessing to others. Through Joseph others received
to do is cultivate them. God earnestly wants you to maximize His plan for blessings wherever he went!

your life in Christ Jesus. Is your godly leadership ability lying dormant? Are . ;

you responding to His call? IS it on eloped? Do you feel there is a lot What was the secret of God blessing Joseph? Joseph was faithful and
more in you, but you haven't quite found the key to release it? | challenge you kept hoping for Godds plans to come
to take a serious look at your potential and commit yourself to a strategic when he was too young in his fatherd?d
plan of development. saw one day he will be exalted.

This teaching will give you hope and guidelines to dare to be what you were Josephds unwaverin faith and confid

the dreams, enabled him to go through all sorts of unimaginable afflictions and

born to become. sufferings. In the midst of wicked people and false accusations, he never lost

(I Kings 4:17). Key: 4:2 And Elisha said unto her, What shall | do for thee? hope and never faltered even once. He was steadfast in his convictions and
tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not faithfulness.
any thing in the house, save a pot of ol God rewards our faithfulness. God cares for our lives in every situation
A. Defining the Believer's Potential His comforting presence is promised to His people wherever they may be.

. . o . . Joseph experienced Godds abiding pr
1. Potential -From the Latin word meaning "something powerful lying foreignerdos house as a slave, in th
within." That which has power or potency that can, but has not yet come into Brime minister of Egypt. This is very encouraging to us. We may not always
existence or into sight. Something that is possible, unrealized, undeveloped, e in comfortable situations or favorable circumstances, but God assures us
opposed to the actual. Existing in possibility, but not in reality. that He will be with us always, even in such places where we find it difficult to
2. Natural Potential - That which a person has at the time of natural birth, believe His presence.
which may be passed on through family inheritance. This natural potential or Though we fail to understand Godds e
ability may be developed by the individual during his life span. Each person is why God allowed such injustice to be done to him and why he had to suffer
born with certain strengths and abilities that vary in degree. This natural talent at the hands of his own brothers an:«
is not a spiritual gift given by the Holy Spirit, but it may be used by the Holy prison? Godds ways are strange and
Spirit. and imagination. Perhaps, only eternity will reveal all such miseries happened

to Godds chosen people all t hrough

3. Spiritual Potential - That which the believer has received at the time of

his spiritual rebirth. This deposit of God given by the Holy Spirit may be know that God makes all things to work together to fulfill His plans. Romans

6:2831. Nothing can hinder His working. And no power on earth or in

described as a gift, ministry, or deposit of God's grace, talent or function. heaven can manipulate His eternal plans for His chosen people. To Him be all
Next: BENEFITS OF FINDING YOUR POTENTIAL glory, for He is worthy. Amen.

>> to be contd << >> to be contd <<
>>Ask for a book on Oo0How to Maximize > Read fully in a book on o0The Secre

Mat 20:27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let hinyde servant 16 9 Deut 11:27 A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the LORD your God, ...



PERSONALITY DEVELOPM ENT

Loving Difficult People
- Understanding and Helping Difficult Personalities

lllustration: Frogs can consume anything that bugs them!

Woul dndt it be great if we could con
letting them consume us! What bugs you the most about people? Is it incon-
sistency? Inflexibility? Inability to give and take? or people with bad attitudes?

Some people suffer from guilt in their relationships.
Rom. 12: 18. oi f possible so far as

wi t h al Do thmeéestydu can to get along with every one.Yet realize
that once a while you are going to have relationship with" a difficult person

that may fall short of the ideal.

A personal inventory of the 3P06s wil
cult relationship or association.

1. Perspective . How do | see myself? How do | see others? How do others

see me? Our perspective determines how far our relatonships will develop.

2. Process. Do | understand the stages of a relationship? Do | realize there
are some stages in a relationship that are more crucial than others?

3. Problems . When facing difficulties in a relationship, how do | handle
them?

A person who sees himself
in oneds perspective.

Some people see a relationship as a series of isolated incidents, and one bad
incident can break the relationship. People who think this way never develop

deep relationships. Their relationships are precariousagairoff again type
of associations. These people run everytime a difficult situation arises. They

seldom, if ever, develop lorgganding relationships.

PERSPECTIVE AND RELATIONSHIPS

| act as | see myself. In fact, it is impossible to consistently behave in a manner
that is inconsistent with the way we see ourselves. Understandably, this is the
cause of many marital problems.

e.g. a wife being angry and unforgiving, transfers to her husband, blaming for
it. She saw her husband as she herself was.
Only when we view ourselves with 20/20 vision will we be able to see other

people clearly. Perspective is cruci
ing others in Matthew 7:%. He is telling us we need to deal with our own

attitudes before we criticize another person.
Most of the time our relational problems stem from the fact that we our-

selves have problems or issues that have not been resolved. It is not possible
to treat another personés hurt unt i

accepted the treatment ourselves.
e.g. theGood Samaritan Story in Luke 10:30 -37 illustrates this principle.

positively

> > contd in next page > >

Joh 13:35. By this shall mienknow that ye are my disciples, if ye have lal@.

FAMILY LIFE Raising Godly Children

- Bible Principles for Parents to Follow in Traineagd Parentin

How can Christian parents succeed in training children
home? What parenting and childising authorities should fathe [#S53
and mothers follow: the Bible or psychologists, social workers, ™
and educators? What purpose and goal should famllyes?pursue? How impor-
tant are love and instruction in the family and parenting? Should fathers and
mothers seek to be parental authority figures? How should parents motivate

and discipline unruly children? What about spanking, punishment, and re-
wards? Is it possible for a father and mother to raise godly children despite

modern social pressures in entertainment, recreation, and education?

=
e
=
=
=

Why this study is needed:

Families in our societP/ present a serious yet interesting contrast. Generally
families have material and social advanta(?es as great as any generation evel
had. Most families have material goods and luxuries unknown to previous gen-
erations. Most have greater prospects for a long life. Most have unparalleled

opportunities for education, leisure, entertainment, and recreation.

One might think families would be happry and troufree. Yet families today
face incredible conflict and hardship. The evidence shows that pehddt
relationships are facing increasing hardships.

And Christians are by no means immune. In nearly every congregation at least
half the young people end up not serving God faithfully. The subject of raising
children deserves careful study.

Why you need to study this subject, regardless of who you are:

* Are you a parent? Surely you know you need to study about raising chil-
dren.

* Are you a young person, not yet married? Almost certainly someday you
will be a parent or will work with children in some capacity et/eacher, coun-

selor, etc.).

The time to prepare for an important task fseforeit begins. If you wait till

you face the situation, it may be too late to seek training. Why are you in
school now? You are training to prepare for future responsibilities in life.

Likewise, you need to study parenthood nd&foreyou begin.

* Are you an older person with grown children or no children? You need to
teach others God's will, including teaching about parental duties.

Hebrews 5:12 The time comes when you ought to be teachers. In particular,
men may preach sermons or teach Bible classes or private studies.

Titus 2:3- Older women too must be teachers of good things. Especially they
must teach young women their duties as wives and mothers (wv 4,5).

Acts 20:27- Christians must teach "the whole counsel of God." That includes
Bible teaching about parenthood. All of us need to learn this!

So if you have children or ever will have them, and even if you don't have
them, as a Christian you need to know God's will. You need this study!

Next: The Seven Keys for Raising Godly Children >> to be contd <<

15 Eph 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring up



WOMANGS WOR Ruth

A Story of Perseverance to Find Love

Ruth 2:12 The LORD recompense thy work, and a full
reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under

PERSONALITY DEVELOPM ENT

Loving Difficult People
> > Contd from previous page >>

whose wings thou art come to trust. the Good Samaritan Story in Luke 10:30 -37.

Daily we hear of news of some beautiful girl or celebrity committing suicide in The robbers who beat up the traveler used people. They stole from the
India because of her failed love. There are so many such unreported incidents traveler and saw him as a victim to exploit. Thaest and the levitewere
happening all over the world. Unfortunately, many in the name of love are tak- legalistic and withdrawn. They saw the beaten, robbed victim as a problem to
ing their lives and causing great pain and sorrow to their family, etc. True Love be avoided, because they believed if they touched a dead man they would be

unclean according to the Law. ThH@ood Samaritarwas a social outcast

never leads to tragedy but a joyful and hopeful future. despised, ignored, and rejected by society. he knew what it was like to be

Hereds warm and amazing story of how passed by and uncared for, but he also had experienced the cure. When he
life, found love and also found a place of mention in the Holy Scriptures so that saw this victim, he was able to empathize with him. he looked upon him as a
many all over the ages could learn and live hopeful lives. She is Ruth. person who needed to be |l oved, iden

"Please love me!" Isn't this the whispered cry of our hearts? We all Iongl for the sharing in the solution.

security that love brings, but finding such love can be very difficult. "Yet we e.g 100 millionaires were interviewed in search for a common denominator
need to be in community with loving, faithful godly people in order to preserve that bound them together. The interviews revealed these could only see the
our spiritual gains." good in people. They were people builders, rather than critics. Again, it is
Ruth in the OT history was a young woman who had loved and lost and then perspective thaj[ helps build relationships. ]
ersevered until she found love again. (Rutl#)2 She lost her beloved When you realize that people treat you according to how they see them-
usband and was left unprotected for a time. So she followed her mether selves rather than how you really are, you are less likely to be affected by
law, Naomi, to a foreign land and was forced to gather leftover grain from the their behavior. Your self mage wi | | reflect who
harvested fields just to stay alive. Though Ruth was not aware of it, the man treated by others. This type of stability will have tremendous effect on how
who owned the fields was a relative who could, if he chose to, marry Ruth and you feel toward and deal with others.
fulfill her needs for love and protection. Naomi told her to go to the threshing . . I
floor where this man, Boaz, was sleeping and curl up at his feet. Culturally, this The key to successful relationships really gets down to responsibility. I am
displayed a request to be taken care of. Boaz was gune happy to find Ruth responsible for how | treat others, | may not be responsible for how they
there, and later he married her, providing the love and provision she had lost treat me; but | am responsible for my reaction to those who are difficult. |
and now longed for. Here are the finer points for our learning and application: candt chose how youdll treat me, but
1. Ruth was a virtuous woman: Her behavior had shown before Boaz and all There are certain general rules which you can put into practice that will
in the city. Proverbs 31 extols the qualities and blessedness of such women enable you to work more effectively with problem people.
2. Ruth took initiative to go out to work: (2:2). Not only faith and prayer, we 1. Love them unconditionally. 2. Ask God for wisdom in working with them.
need to act and do our best to achieve our goals, dreams. 3. Stay emotionally healthy yourself. 4. Do not elevate people (to positions of
3. Ruth was obedient to Boaz and Naomi: In the whole of Scriptures, obedi- leadership) in order to rescue them. 5. Be honest with God, yourself, and
ence is the key to get Godds bl ess them. > Next: The Process of Relationship (to be contd)
4. Ruth was humble and hopeful: Humility exalts and brings honor. She hoped >> Contd from page 5>> Failing Forward!
i n Go d_ and co n tinued to work .p a .t e 5. People think Failure is irreversible, it's Not: There's an old saying that goes,
5. Ruth recognized the opportunity and responded properly: at the right time "It doesn't matter how much milk you spill as long as you don't lose your
she acted on what needs to be done and she found favor and love. cow." In other words, mistakes are not irreversible. The problems come

when you see only the " spilled milk" and not the bigger picture. When you
make a mistake, keep things in perspective. Understand that on the heels of

every mistake is a valuable lesson and another opportunity to improve.
If you tend to focus on the extremes of mistakes and fixate on particular

We also need to venture toward developing healthy love relationships with
people in God's family. It may be scary to say, "please love me," but its worth

the risk. Pray, plan, trust the Lord and go to do your best wisely and properly.

In Christ, we will find all the love and security we truly need as well, for He events in your life, resolve now to gain a new perspective on failure. See er-
cares for us very much. We can be sure that when we "curl up"” at the feet of rors and negative experiences as a regular part of life and determine to learn
Jesus, He will be glad to find us there. He will provide for us, protect us, and and grow from them. If you can do that well, you may find that your dreams

love us. No matter how we may have loved and lost, God wants us to move

: i : . are much closer than you think. Be encouraged. <><
into a community that is bound together by His love. Amen. Be Encouraged

Pro 31:10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her prigfar above rubiesl4 11 Joh 15:9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye



YOUTH LIFESTYLE

The Secrets to Victorious life
How to Overcome Temptations

THE FIRST PRINCIPLE:
Flee the Vices with Convictions like Joseph

P |
'

Why Joseph had to face the temptation and how did he respond ?
(Gen.39: 6-)

| . Josephds Assets & Conditions:
1. Josephds P hwelbbuilcaad hanflseraet ur e s
-natural attributes, both Godjiven and inherited.

Satan can focus unduly on these. So need to be alert and careful.

-because beauty is temporary and deceitful. Prov. 31:30.

e.g. Absalom was fair but rebelled against David, his own father and perished.
2 Sam.14:25. So be watchful!

Samson was fair but later perished due uncontrolled passions. Take Note!
Body needs to be surrendered to the Lord: Rom.12:1.
-Body is the temple of the Holy Spirit: 1 Cor. 6:28.

-To glorify God with your body: 1 Peter 1:14 (not to provoke others to sin)

Joseph6s Me:rhewas awsbk pefsontsiaminded. Was able to
understand the times and adjust to everything. Was always very alert to his

circumstances and had a presence of mind. Satan is after such people!

2. He had authority : was a ruler, given charge of almost everything.

- he was the greatest in the house after Pharaoh

- he had the full control and freedom to do anything.

The more power/authority/freedom you have, the more vulnerable to
temptation that can lead to your fall. So be watchful and alert!

3. He was Successful: he prospered everywhere. in the house, in the
prison, in the work. Success can make you blind to your real weaknesses. Be
alert! Others could see he was so prosperous.

e. g. Di splaying of such riches 1like
(Satanic) attacks. Success can become a snare!

David prayed for God to give him only what is need@gst enough and not
more.

4. He was Spiritual : God was with him. Gen. 39:2. Spiritual life does not
spare you from temptations. The same temptations we all face.1 Petdrl5:6
Satan comes to Godds people. At ever

tion. >> contd in next page >>
will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 1 Cor 10:13. 12
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5. He was Alone : his circumstances were like thdtis work demandeg@4-

“a
\cunn

Even the Lord Jesus was attacked when He was alone in the wilderness.

The occasion/ opportunity Satan

David on the housetop alone fell into sin.
Satan took advantage of Simon Peter walking far away form Jesus and attackec
him. Luke 22:32.

These were some of the things Satan used against Joseph to attack him. But he
was able to overcome and come out victorious. How? Next let us see what

Joseph believed and how it helped him to win.

II. Josephds Cuovhatrmadea himaaflee:and escape the temptation
& be victorious?

1. He gave the credit to God for all he was and had came from God and he
was not the owner, so he candt use a

Even David expressed same thing while offering to God in the temple.

When we live with this conviction that whatever we are and have come from
God and not our own, we will be able to overcome any kind of Satanic attacks.

2. He was aware of his high responsibilities and privileges: Count your bless-
ings and list your assets God has given you and see what high responsibility is
conferred on you.

Think always and be conscious of who you are and what all God has given you
for you belong to Him, and for His glory!

3. Hewasaware of hi s | i mit at ihehknswverpweltwhdt 6 e x
was not his own; he knew clearly where to draw the line and say up to here
God authorized me go).

Know for sure what God has given to you and Not given to you. Know your
limits. We must know when, where to draw the line and say this much and no
more!

e.g. worldly fashions, lifestyles, pleasures, entertainment, relationships,
activities, etc. We need to set limits and boundaries to these to be winners.

4. He did not succumb to repeated attacks because he was firm in his faith
and convictions.
You will face the same test and temptation again and again till you win over it.

In such situations, there is no need for any more talking, or arguing about it,
etc., just go away from the scene and the source of temptation. Joseph literally

and physically ran away and got out of it!

Joseph was prepared for the consequences, saying no to sin, and thus displeas:
ing his masterds wife. Then, he acce
No grumbling, no complaints, no doubts and no regrets.

Count the cost, whether you want to please people or God. Victory is not
cheap. Take a stand for the truth and holiness and you will win in life ultimately.

130Fl ee also youthful lusts: but foll



