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Life is short
Life is made of constant choice
Daily choices seem so small,
But our God records them all.
Everything done for the Lord
Brings eternal reward.
Life is made of constant choice
Nothing in your life is small!
All is opportunity
To sow for eternity.
All you do has worth untold
Life is reaped a millionfold!
Nothing in your life is small!

Life for God cannot be lost!
All'you do for God today
As you labor, give, and pray

You will reap it evermore!

Life for God cannot be lost! Ame
Psalms 90

You invest on heaven's shore;
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<8 these things, happy are
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0l am giving you a promjse
still in the barn, before you have harvested your
grain,é. From this day anwar
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GOOD NEWS You Can Have A Miracle!

Believe it or not, miracles do happen today! | can give you the nam
addresses of many who have experienced great miracles in their pT/

lives. Nicky Cruz now lives in Colorado. Not too many years ago hefy “*% (*+

vice president of the notorious Mau Mau gang in Brooklyn. He®. . <
vicious-so much so, he once tried to kill his own brother.” Seventeen victims were
stabbed by him in gang fights. He and Mau Mau president Israel Narvaez roamed the
streets of Brooklyn, terrorizing, fightirgull of hate and violence! From 1956 to 1958,

the Mau Maus were one of the most feared of all New York City gangs, making head-
lines regularly. Today Nicky Cruz and Israel Narvaez are both ministers. Both have writ-

ten tremendous books, telling of the miracles that happened to each of them.

Instant Change....so simple!

When David Wilkerson was a country preacher at the time, and both Nicky and Israel
heard him preach on a street corner in Brooklyn. He simply told them how Jesus Christ
could take the hate out of them and make something out of their mesgetives. They

were tired of the killing and violence, and their gang members were getting hooked on
heroin. He asked them to surrender their lives to Christ; and with a simple, honest

prayer, they invited Christ to become their Lord and King.

Nicky Cruz has become a legend, preaching to multitudssmany as 50,000 at one
time. He went from gang leader to evangelist in just four years. Israel Narvaez now lives
in Everett, Washington, and he travels extensively, preaching the gospel of Christ also.
The Mau Mau gang called the conversions of both of their leaders "a real miracle!"

Another life changed...what a change!

Jacque Schultz had been a drug addict for years. She had been arrested for armed rob-
bery and sent to prison on numerous occasions. She was also in and out of mental hos-
pitals and drug detoxification programs. But she never stopped craw_ngc:;i dope. She intro-
duced her teenage brother to drugand held him in her arms as he died, only seconds
after she removed the needle from his arm. When her boyfriend died of an overdose of
drugs in her bed, she and a friend drove his body to a construction site, where they
buried him. What a life of horror and heartbreak she lived! Jacque was told about
Dave's ministry in New York City to drug addicts. She was told about Jesus and His love
for her. She cried out for His help, and His love burned out all her sin, all the dope, all
the bitter disappointments and haunting memories. Jesus Christ made her ariand
person. She went to Bible college and is now married to a minister. God's healing is
complete! She experienced a miracle!

Do You Need a Miracle?

What is it going to take to straighten out your life? You know that no doctor, psychia-
trist or any other human being can_change you. You need a miracle! You need a super-
human ﬁower to break all your habits and put a new mind in you. Jesus Christ loves you
as much as He loves Nicky, Israel, Sonny and Jacque. He doesn't play favorites, and He
never turns down anybody who calls on Him for help. Jesus said: "Him who comes to
me, | will not cast out” (John 6:37). Jesus knows exactly where you are and what you are
going through, and He cares about you. Maybe there 'was a time you got really down,
and in desperation you called out to God. Maybe it was late at night, when you were
lonely or at the end ofc}/our rope. Maybe you were thinking about suidigause you

were so mixed up and hurting. Was there a time whena{ou prayed to God and you
thought nothing happened? You got the impression God didn't heargothat maybe

you were notc?ood enough for God to help you. The trouble is, you didn't really want
to charége and become a new person; you just wanted temporary relief from your hurt.
Jesus doesn't work that way. He isn't interested in merely patching you up. Instead, He
wants to make you over info a braatew person who is not a slave to sin. The Bible
says,If anyone gets into Jesus he becomes a brand -new person inside. He is

not the same anymore. A new life has begun!" (2 Corinthians 5:17).
>> |f you need further guidance or help, please contact us today. Thanks
>> | f youdbve accepted the Lord Jesus, yo

23 "Whoever Christ sets free is free indeed" John 8:36.



GENERAL NEWS Come to Nashik Youth Festival g

All Believers are welcome to join

The Calvary Disciplemakers Network (CDNet)
~ to Equip you to Multiply Disciples

"All authority is given to ME,..Go and Make disciples (mentor
them) of all nations (peoples)..." Matthew 28:18 -20.

"The things that you have heard from me..., commit them to faith-
ful men who will be able to teach others also." 2 Timothy 2:2.

If Lord willing, we want to network all those interested and involved in
Disciplemaking work. The following are the ideas in mind:

1. To help with resources re%l/JIarIy on how to make disciples.

2. To send a message CD/DVDs or books regularly to the Network members
to encourage, edify and Equip for Effective discipling. ) o

3. To provide counselling and support to the ministry of making disciples
which'is a challenging work many are not doing today. S

4. To plan, organize and sponsor disciplemaking conferences in cities and
States all over India to train interested believers/leaders.

5. To extend practical support to the really needy Network members
involved in disciplemaking.

6. To help gather or organize disciples into local ‘'True Churches' that make
disciples and multiply as per NT pattern.

If Lord leads you to be part of this Disciplemakers Network (CDNet), please
send an email or letter sharing about yourself and your interest to teach the
Word to at least one person regularly to make him a Timothy. You will

receive a Welcome Membership Package containing a CD or book free! and
then regularly more resources are on the way to you. You can also introduce

this Network to others. God bless you. More info at www.ctouch.org.in
If you are interested to involve with us, please contactus

A. Othniel. CDNet, P.O.Box 71, Than&400601 (Mumbai)

Email: ao58@live.com. Tel No. 022597 0650. Cell: 0 98920 93534.

Plans, Events & Offers
> Nashik Youth Festival , June 5, 6100982805299 mor e
> Leadership Training for church leadéml over India. Partner with us.
> Website at lowest rates !- domain reg & unlimited webspace, email ids.
> Recommend addresses for mailing this magazine arfege€D/DVD .
> Order any of our books and get 2 books on Marriage free!

> Help available for your problems/crises. Call or Contact us today!

> Messages of A.Othniel available in Audio & Video CD/DVDs in
English, Hindi, Marathi, Kannada & Telugu. Sent for arfitteffering.

> Books written by A.Othniel available in English, Hindi, Marathi & Oriya.
> Join theDisciplemakers Network and receive regular book/ Ciiyee!

Phi l 1:3 I thank God .. .for

your 22el |l o

Y= eie) V1=l 'Lct us not get tired of doing what is =" .
for after a while we will reap a harve ™ Poadt
blessing, if we don't get discouraged and give up."(Gal.6:9§-4ul < |

Welcome! Praise God for the sixth issue of the Green '

tures. Many all over India are being blessed. Thanks to allT# > v
recommended addresses of their friends and relatives. As promised, CD/
DVDs are being sent to all who recommended more than 5 addresses. We
have also started the Calvary Disciplemakers Network to equip saints with
resources regularly to multiply disciples. Those of you interested or involved

in disciplemaking can join. Read more details inside (on page 22).

Some are suggesting to charge a minimum of Rspgd/annum for the maga-
zine, to cover postage & printing costs. | am sure many want to contribute. |
trust the Lord to lead His people to support thls_teachln? ministry, so that we
will be able to continue sending out the magazine to all who ask for it. Clear,

sound and uncompromising teaching is the need everywhere. My heart goes

out to those who do not have access to such teachings.

On the other hand, | am sure, those who are blessed want to be a blessing to
others and wildl do whatever
Word. Amen. Hope you will again enjoy reading this issue full of fresh truths.

DON'T GIVE UP!

Calvin Coolidge once said, "Nothing in the world can take the place of persis-
tence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with
talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will
not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination

alone are omnipotent."”

Great people are just ordinary people with an extraordinary amount of deter-
mination. They simply don't know how to quit. They just keep on "keeping
on. 6 | believe that a person's

position, or wealth but rathemwhat it takes to discourage that peréon.can
tell a lot about someone by watching how they respond to criticism or failure.

It reveals character.
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO DISCOURAGE YOU?

...Things don't go your way? ... Expectations are not met?
éSomeone

di sapproves of how you did

they ¢

C

grea:

The Bible says thisLet us not get tired of doing what is right, for after a while we
will reap a harvest of blessing, if we don't get discouraged and give up."(Gal.

Things that last usually require more time and determination than usual.
When God wants to make an oak tree, he takes 60 years. When he wants to
make a mushroom, he takes 6 hours. Do you want your business to have the
stability of an oak tree or a mushroom? Do you want your career to be an
oak tree or mushroom? How about your family... or your personal life?
CONSIDER : What have | been tempted to give up on, that | know is the

right thing to do?
PRAY THIS: "God, give me the energy to persist this week."

REMEMBER THIS! can do all things through Christ who gives me the

strength(Philippians 4:13) Hang in there! <><

30 always abounding in the work of the

L



DOCTRINE Rebuilding the Ruined Altars

1Kings 18:17-46. Key vs:30. "Elijah repaired the altar of the Lord, whi
in ruins". b ...?I?-E

The scene on Mount Carmel stands in our minds as one of the most stupendous dis-
plays of God's power. There was to be no rain until the Word of the Lord comes

through Elijah.

The conditions in Israel: Israel was suffering from disaster. Under Ahab, Israel had

Erostituted herself to Jezebel's pagan gods. Israel had forgotten Yahweh. 1Kings 16:30.

orgetting God began with one king but consumed generations of kings and their sub-
jects.

From 1kings 18:30 when Elijah repaired the altar of the Lord, we see the solitary altar in
ruins as symbolic and symptomatic of the state of Israel's heart. The altar of Israel's
heart was In ruin, in disrepair. Israel had forgotten what an altar of the Lord looked like.

Israel had forgotten what an altar of the Lord was for. Israel had been so preoccupied

playing the harlot with Baal.

A ruined altar reflects a broken relationshiﬁ with God. It reveals a breakdown in faith
and it leads to a callous attitude towards things spiritual and sacred. When he had re-
built the altar of the Lord, Elijah called for a show of heaven's might that burned and
roasted the bulls upon the altar of sacrifice. Only thereafter did God send rain and
washed away the drought from the land. Only when we've rebuilt the ruined altars of

our hearts will God send rains of blessing t quench the drought of our lives.

Today, among Christians, those who take His Name, the altar of the Lord is in ruins.
The altar represents worship, prayer life, communion, fellowship with God and one
another, Offering ourselves, and our possessions (Romans 12).

The important role Altar played in the lives of great men: In Abraham'’s life we
find that the altar comes before the tent. (Gen.12: 7,8; 13:4,18). That means he gave

priority to praise and worship of God than his own comfort and life.

Two reasons why God's glory departed Israel: 1. Everyone was doing what they
found good in their own eyes: Judges 21: 25. 2. The altar and the offerings were de-

spised by the sons of Eli: 1Samuel 2112

What was the reason Saul was rejected as Kin:%? He approached the altar to offer sacri-
fice which was not his job to do: 1 Samuel 133 Let us examine our lives as we ap-

proach the Lord's Tabket us come boldly: 1Cor. 11: 28; Heb. 4: 16.

What altar is in ruins today?

1.The altar ofpersonal spiritual life is in ruins: No genuine commitment, no real zeal
to love the Lord or follow His Word. Hearts are filled with the worldly things. .
2. The altarin the family is in ruins: There is no family worship or devotional life. No
time to be together in prayer or discussing spiritual things. These days TV has taken

over from the altar!

3. The altar in theHouse of God : the altar we have in the Lord's house is His Table
where His people gather to remember Him and have fellowship with Him and one an-
other. These days anybody is partaking from the table and anytime people decide to
have it. All traditions and mechanical observance. The Lord's Table Is only for those
who have been united to Christ and to one another. 1Corinthians 121611:2332.
To remember Him as often as possible. Idolatry is being practiced in the churches with
idols kept near the altalike cross, pictures, candles, incense etc. The Altar of the Lord
is in ruins. Worship has become so casual, mechanical or it is full of emotion, drama,
feelings, etc. No real devotion or spiritual worship in truth. 5. The altamifistry : to
the Lord and to His saints. No real edification or exchange of the life” of Christ
6. The altar ofofferings/ giving to the Lord: People are not willing to give and share in

th work of the house of the Lord. Or they may be givin%wrong things, or with wrong
motives to the Lord. Keeping part of the offerings that belong to the Lord. As it hap-

pened at the time of Malachik< Next month: How Elijah repaired the altar? >>
0é contend earnestly for ¢t hiede3 adith

(

(1o SINEIIl Three "Don'ts” When Seeking Advice X0

>> Contd from previous page: ~ The man of God returned wit
the old prophet, disobeying the Lord. A few hours later, as|gounselor

resumed his journey, he was killed by a lion (13:24).

Why was the man of God punished for listening to the old prophet? What can
we learn from this sad event? What could have motivated an experienced old
ﬁ_roph_et to lie to the youngher ﬁrophet? Did he consider the northern kingdom
is ministerial area? Was he hurt that a southern prophet was used without his
being consulted? Was it jealousy? Did the old prophet feel displaced by the new
generation of godly men? What is clear is that the man of Cod -oatd the

spiritual condition of the old prophet. This is easily done,

Every Christian community has a mental model of what a spiritual person
should look like. In some, spiritual leaders are those who wear suits, preach
long and loud, travel a lot and write books. In others, spiritual people are those
who don't laugh, don't like sports, and don't watch TV. Maybe the spiritual are
those who always weep when singing, or fall to the ground in prayer meetings.
Don't be misled. We can all appear "closer to God" than we really dvhile

we strongly recommend seeking advice from go_dly men and women, don't let
an "old prophet” decide for you. Present all advice and other evidence to the
Lord, and ask Him to lead you (Ps. 7328). Remember, the lion killed the
younger, not the older prophet. The Lord holds vou responsible for your deci-

sions.

1 Kings 14. Don't Hide Relevant Facts

Kinther_oboam ignored the prophecy, the miraculous healing of his hand (13:4
6), the circum-stances surrounding the death of the man of Gadd he con-
tinued his decadent behavior. But, as is common with us humans, a crisis made

him think about God again.

His young son Abijah became seriously ill. Would he recover? Jeroboam de-
cided to make contact with Ahijah, the prophet who had earlier prophesied
that he would become king (11:28.). But instead of going himself, he sent his
wife- Furthermore, he told her, "Disguise yourself, so that you won't be recog-
nized" (14:1). Jeroboam knew that his lifestyle offended God. He thought a
reguest for information associated with his name would reduce the likelihood
of "good news." But his strategy didn't work. The Lord told the prophet of the

disguised visitor, and the boy died.

Sometimes we seek advice to justify our preferred course of action. We pro-
vide selected infor-mation in order to "direct" the advice in our direction.
Don't waste God's time' For advice to have any value, we must supply all the
relevant facts. The Lord only leads those who really want His leading (Ps.
143:10). Tb "choose to do God's will" before we know it, is a prerequisite to
divine revelation (Jn, 7:17). We can easily deceive men and make ourselves look
spiritual. But why bother? The goal in Christian living is not to impress men but

to please God (1 Th. 4:1). Conclusion

It is good to seek advice from experienced, godly men and women. It is a resource given
by God for our benefit. Good advice helps us think through the implications of our pro-
posed actiongood advice may provide relevant information we had not éet consid-
ered. Good advice shines the light of Scripture on the options available. Get good ad-
vice, but never delegate to others your need to decide. Each of us will give an account
of our life to the Lord. We cannot hide behind others, however wise and spiritual they
may appear. OListen to advice and acce

wise" (Prov. 19:20). ><>

21 Jas 5:16 Confesmurfaults one to another, and pray one for another,.. be healed.



[eIOJSINESI =AM Three "Don'ts” When Seeking Advice m

There are times when we are unsure which option is best, w
to do next, or where the Lord wants us go. We feel stressed | Counselor
we consider the consequences of a possible mistake. Is it tin, &<

seek advice?
But findin%_good advice is not easy. Some advisors are€esdired. Some

avoid anything new or risky. Some have hidden ager8tarse are manipulat-
ive, even controlling. Can't the Lord lead His children directly without the use

of human advisors?
Solomon wrote, "For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make

victory sure" (Prov. 11:14uv). Clearly, good advice is very useful. "Better a
poor but wise youth than an old but foolish king who no longer knows how

to take warning" (Eccl. 4:1 3).

He who doesn't seek advice is either arrogant or foolish. First Kingd412
contains three important "don'ts" when seeking advice.

1 Kings 12. Don't Under -Value Experience

When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam, age 41, inherited the kingdom, and
immediately faced a dilemmato raise or reduce taxes. Being the son of a
wise man, Rehoboam was pretty bright himself, and, to his credit, followed his
father's groverb and sought advice. First he "consulted the elders who had
served_Solomon during his lifetime" (12:6). They recommended he lower
taxes. Then he "consulted the young men who had grown up with him" (12:8)..
They recom-mended an increase. He decided to increase taxes, and that deci-
sion led to the death of the chief tax collector and the kingdom's division

(12:1819).

What can we learn from Rehoboam's unwise choice? Is it simply a matter of
choosing the advice of older advisors over younger? No. It has to do with
valuing what has been learned from experiertselomon and his advisors had
built up Israel to the admiration of neighboring nations. What supported the
advice of the elders? A series of wise choices. What lay behind the advice of

the younger men? At best a set of theories; at worst, a hunger for power.

Be careful where you seek advidetyou want advice on marriage or on rais-

ing children, ask happy Christian families. If you are looking for advice on ca-
reer choices, seek counsel from Christians whose life is a healthy balance of
work, family and service. It is much easier to talk, write and create impressive
websites about God's truth than it is to live by it. Don't undealue experi-

ence.

1 Kings 13 Don't Over -Rate Spirituality

As the kingdom divided, Rehoboam remained king of the two southern tribes,
and the talented and upstanding Jeroboam became king of the ten northern
tribes. Both kings promoted idolatry, and displeased the Lord. As Jeroboam
began to deviate, the Lord called a "man of God" from the southern kingdom
to rebuke him. This man of God bravely did so, and then, as the Lord instruct
-ed, returned by a different route, without eating and drinking. An "old
prophet" from the northern kingdc_)m heard what had been done, caught up
with the man of God and asked him to return. The old man gave his spiritual
credentials: "l too am a prophesis,you are." Then he lied: "An angel said to
me,'Bring him back with you to your house so that he may eat bread and

drink water™ (13:18). >> Contd on next page >>
Col 1:28 Him we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wiadom;

ENCOURAGEMENT Life Beyond the Limits

Have ?lou ever thought of or expected to live your life beyond li
Actual|y, do you know that there is such a life waiting for you? Or
possible to live life even beyond your expectations or wild dreams? Here's the secret to
get blessings, enlarge your life, experience supernatural presence and stay away form
evil. All these, just by a simple and shortest prayer! Can you believe this?
Here's what an obscure statement in the historical records of the Bible &yst Ja-

bez called on the God of Israel saying, Oh, that You would bless me indeed,

and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You

would keep me from evil, that | may not cause pain!" So God granted him

what he requested.” 1 Chronicles 4:10. A little prayer, but a giant prize!

This simple, direct request to God changed Jabez's life and left a permanent mark on the
history books of Israel. At first Iglance, the four requests may strike you as sincere, snsi-
ble, even noble, but not terribly remarkable. Yet just under the surface of each lies a
iant paradigm breaker that runs exactly opposite to the way you and | usually think . In
this letter, Iwant to show you just how dramatically each of Jabez's requests can release

something miraculous in your life.

1. Ask for God's Blessings: It is not seeking for more of what we want! This is what
normally all people are doing. But asking for God's blessings means to ask Him to pour
out His vast resources in heaven, His rich goodness and favaaiting for you! Out of ]
His riches in heaven God blesses and provides, is what even Apostle Paul assures us in
Philippians 4:19. Usually, we are not reaching for those immeasurable riches but only
focusing on our problems and asking for His help. Ask, and it shall be given to you,
ﬁ_romlsed the Lord Jesus. You do not have because, you do not ask, reminded James in
is letter. Open you heart wide and ask for God to bless you indeed, really hard and

abundantly. When God blesses you, your life changes and you will help others too.
Jacob sought for God's blessing so des;ln_erately that he was determined not to leave God
unless He blessed him there and then! Then what we read happened in Jacob's life is the

wonderful history of Israel!

2. Ask to Enlarge your territory:  Many of us are satisfied with our present siuation
unless we face some problems. The lethargy and complacency are the greatest enemies
of development. But God wants to give so much for you that you have to ask for enlarg-
ing your borders of your own personal life, family life, financial life, and professional life.
Don't you want to stretch yourself and make an impact on others? Desire for a greater
ministry to be given to you so that you become more useful and your territory extends

farther and wider.

3. Ask for God's Presence with you always: To go through life's difficult situaitons

or to accomplish great things, you need a supernatural power. The lord promises His
resence with those who go forward in His name, to do and work wonders. Jabez asked
or God's hand to be with him, since he asked for large responsibility to be given to him.

Yes, we all need this assurance that He is with us always, in everything and at all times.

4. Ask to keep you away from evil: _Evil is al around us in this world. Wherever you
0, you can not run away from evil. This is like your shadow that always follows you!
ometimes, you have to face evil and fl?ht the battles of life. But, it is better and safer
that we pray for not to enter into a struggle with the powerful Enemy of God. The Lord
Jesus taught the little prayer to pray for deliverance from the evil one. As you step out
of &/our house, ask God to keep you away form the evil one. As you deal with people,
ask God to keep evil far from you both. But you need not fear the evil one. Pray and

trust the Lord that you would be kept safe.

Say this prayer of Jabez daigl. Count the good things that happen toalou. Make sure, you
are obeying God's Word and are d0|r]? everything to please Him and He will bless you.
Join me in this transformation. You will change your legacy and bring supernatural bless-
ings wherever you go. God release His miraculous power in you now and for all

eternity! He will lavish on you His honor an delight. Amen. Be Encouraged

"Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart."
Psalm 47:4. ><>

5" God of al | comfort, comforts us.



FOUNDATIONS 5. Baptism. #‘

"Go and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the

name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.."
Matthew 28:19. Mark 16:15,16; Acts 2:38 -41; Rom. 6:1-23.

* The Meaning of Baptism : (Appears over 100 times in the N.T)

Greek: Baptizo= "to immerse or fully submerge'.

Background:; ] ] ] )

1.Baptism of John the Baptist: Jewish ceremonial washings were common

during those days, signifying purification & consecration. Especially, preistly

Purlflcatlon. They were set apart for holy purposes.

n the same way, John the Baptist was glvmg the baptism of repentance for

remission of sins. Ex. 29:4; Lev.8:6; Mark 1:4,54.7:2

2. Jesus was baptized to fulfill all righteousness: Matthew 3:15.

3. Christian Baptlsm:SBellevers' baptism): whether Christ baptized or delegated

is not known clearly. Jn.3:22, 4:1,2. o )

:lA'\hIS‘Z, t‘)laoptlsm symbolized separation from the world and association with Jesus.
c.2:40.

The difference between John's and Christian baptism: Mat.3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke

3:16; Jn.1:33; Ac.1:5.

* What about Infant baptism? (Read at the end of this article)

* Who Commanded or Authorized?
- Lord Jesus Christ: Matthew 28:P8; Mark 16:15,16.
- Apostle Peter: Acts 2:38, 10:48.

- Other Christian Ministers: Acts 22:196.

* What is the Spiritual Significance?

1. Obedience to Christ's Command: Matthew 28:19,20. )

2. Figurative of Regeneration:(Outward manifestation of the inner change):
Jn.3:3,5,6; Rom.6:3,4,11; Titus 3:5.

3. lllustrative of Cleansing: Acts 22:16; Titus 3:5.

4. |dentification with His Death & resurrection: Rom.6; Col.2:12; 1Pet.3:21.

5. United with the Body of Christ: 1Cor.12:13; Gal. 3:27,28.

* Who Administer the baptism:
- Apostleslike Peter, Paul: Ac.2:1,41; 10:48; 18:8; 1Cor.1:147
- An ordinary disciple of Christ (Ananias): Ac.9:17,18.

- Philip the evangelist: Ac.8:12-38.

* Who are qualifies for baptism? When you should take baptism?

- Those who repetned and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ: Ac.2:14,38,41;
8:12; 8:38; 9:18.

- Believing Gentiles: Ac.10+48; 18:8;19:5.

- Whole households: Ac.16:14,15,27,33; 1Cor. 1:16. )
The baptized believers were added to the Church and they became one with

the Church Acts 2:41,42.

* How and Where Baptism is to be given? The Physical aspect: .
We notice that the earliest baptisms were given at places where large quantity
of water was present: Jn.3:23. e.g. Jordan river: MtB518/k.1:510.

Jerusalem: Ac.2:5,41. Samaria: Ac.8:5,12. A House: Ae4BD:AdJail: Ac.16:25

* With Water: Ac.10:47. * Only Once: Eph.4:5. ) )

* So we conclude the Mode for baptism to be by Immersion. This also agrees
with the interpretation of Paul in Rom.6, Col.2:12.

-And because of the use of "into": Mk.1:9; Ac. 8:38. >> Contd on next page >>

ORepent, and be baptized every ®&ne o

(N=YYDI=N &Y s I R= Mentoring - A Biblical Example (contd)
Ephesians 4:12 challenges us to be equipped and to equip othe
ministry.

Mentors equip God's people for ministry by helping them develop their - % n .
otentlfal so that trzje){ngrowg) rsonall)ga]nd malI)<e a valuable contributign to the King-
om of God._Goo ntors keep a‘balance, between é)ersonal rowth and ministr

contribution. Too much emphasis on personal growth can allow the team to get spiri-

tually fat.

Too much er\}?,{)hasis on ministry involvement leads to burnout. God is concerned with
both our growth and our ministry. ItI is time for usrat?]i%Einstlans to rethink what Bibli-

call Mentoring is. We need a radical change in ou ng, a redefinition of a mentor's
role.

We need to shift from “teller" to "trainer”, from "director" to
"encourager", from "supervisor” to "coach".

SEVEN STEPS TO EFFECTIVE MENTORING

1. Listen

. "He who answers before listenitigat is his folly and his shame” Pr. 18:13

. Listen more than you talk.

. Listen for feelings as well as facts.

. Listen and work with what God is already doing in the person's life.

. Learn the art of asking good questions.

. Celebrate

. Celebrate progress, b. Celebrate personal achievement, c. Celebrate God
Care

. Respond to needsPrayer.

. Respond to emotion Appropriate comfort.

. Refer as neededResources

. Strategize

. Eliminate roadblocks, b. Maximize resources, c. Focus on priorities.

. Train

. Demonstrate and practice skills together.

Send mentees to relevant seminars.

. Carefully select books and tapes to increase leaders' knowledge.

. Introduce mentees to other leaders who will help your mentee develop and grow.
. Develop and establish action plans with your mentee before the learning is lost.
. Develop

. Model Biblical character.

. Good mentors help their mentees identify his character issues.

. Provide guidance and resources.

Keep the mentee accountable to God for personal and spiritual growth.

. Good mentors keep a healthy balance between personal growth and ministry.
. Challenge

. Challenge the mentee to clarify vision and goals.

. Help the mentee to confirm the next step (assignments).

. Set the next meeting with your mentee.

These seven things should be a part of every mentoring relationship, and most will be
present in each mentoring appointment.

>> Join the Calvary Disciplemakers Network. See more details on Page 22.><>
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19 2Ti 3:14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and assured of,



W=FNeY=1=X3 1= Mentoring - A Biblical Example B
Barnabas was a people influencer. he saw potential in Saul (‘I<a
Apostl e Paul when ot hers :
turned this brilliant zealot of orthodox Judaism into a fearless CIis= :
tian evangelist, an apologist. Both the Jews and the original disciples alike feared
him and were afraid to |let him join
brought him to the apostlesd (Acts ¢
brash convert, but drew him in and vouched for him. Undoubtedly, he encour-
aged and taught Saul during those early days and patiently stayed with him,
knowing that fime and experience would”soon temper and maturé this gifted
young leader.

Later, w h
an

_ n the ospel spread _to Ant
i eved

e
d turne to the Lord?o Act
Encourager) to the city to verify the phenomenon as genuine. Seeing that the
%ospel had truly borne fTruit an t
ey would need teaching and growth. So he went to Tarsus to find Saul and
bring him back to Antioch to hélp, as he was a powerful teacher and under-
stood the Greek mind and culture. Barnabas (the mentor) knew the kind of
developmental environment and challenge that Saul needed in order to grow,
and drew him into it. Thank God for Barnabas and the gift he gave the Church
by taking an interest in young Saul! How many Sauls are in the Church today
just waiting for a Barnabas?
One of the ﬁreatest Biblical examples of a mentor is Joseph of Cypress. Acts
4:36 says that Joseph was such a good mentor that the apostles called him

Barnabas, which means "Son of encouragement" or "one called alongside to
help." Barnabas was a glad, encouraging, good man, full of the Holy Spirit and
faith, effective in sharing the gospel with others.
Barnabas had the skill of enablintg?1 others to be successful in ministry. He saw
the potential in Paul before the other apostles did and helped Paul e€nter into
mlnlst_r1¥_. (Acts 9:27) He was with Paul in the good times (set aﬁart, Acts 13:2)
and difficult times (persecution, Acts 13:50). He had conflict with Paul over thé
otential he saw in' John Mark (Acts 15:36). He placed his mentees higher than
imself. (Early in Acts 11:26 we see Barnabas's name before Saul's (Paul) but ir

Acts 13:50 we see it reversed, "Paul and Barnabas."

Interestln%ly, Barnabas did such a thorou%h job with Saul that Saul later took on
mentees himself, YoungI men such as Titus, Timothy, Silas and even a couple,
Aquila and Priscilla. He later became so convinced of the necessity of mentor-
ing and spiritual, reproduction that
which youbve receive from me, entru

to teach others also.d (2 Timothy 2:

Barnabas is a great model of Biblical mentoring.

Paul and Barnabas illustrate a number of the specific ways that men-
tors help mentees :

* Ability to readily see potential in a person.

* Tolerance with mistakes, brashness, abrasiveness, and the like in order to see
that potential develop.

* Flexibility in responding to people and circumstances.

* Patience, knowing that time and experience are needed for development.

* Perspective, having vision and ability to see down the road and suggest the
next step that a mentee needs.

* Gifts and abilities that build up and encourage others.
* Timely words of counsel and insight.
* Resources such as letters, articles, books, etc.  >> contd in next page >>

2Ti 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me, the same commit to...othefs8

FOUNDATIONS 5. Baptism m

>> Contd from previous page

* What about Infant baptism?

Many people are comparing it with God's covenant with Abraham i.e. the Cir-
cumcision of a child arter 8days. Because of the universal sin, they want to es-
tablish a covenant relationship with God at an earl¥ age. Gen.17:12; Lev.12:3.
We need to understand that the circumcision was for Jewish males, who were
the seed of Abraham. But in the N.T, we become God's children not by paren-
tal heritage (not by physical birth) as so many are thinking, but by faith and
ersonal commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. (Jn.1:12,13). o
ence, baptism can not be called or taken as equivalent to circumcision.
And also we see that Jesus was circumcised when he was a child as per the
O.T. law; but He was NOT baptized. He was dedicated in the temple. When
he was an adult, then he Himself went for baptism. Luke-221Matt.3:1316.
Hence, we dedicate the children to the Lord, making parents aware of their
responsibility to bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord (Eph.6:4). When the children become adults, they decide for themselves
to follow the Lord, after repenting of their sins, then they will come forward
for adult baptism by immersion. _ o _
Further, baptism always follows repentance and faith of the individual taking

baptism not the decision of the parents!

* In whose Name baptism has to be given/taken?

There are some people who are on extreme aggressive preaching about the
6named for baptisml! e have to be ca
Here the space does not permit me to go into all the details of the baptism, a

brief explanation if sufficient in this context.

The Lord Jesus commanded as part of
disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost.." Matthew 28:19.

Some people argue that in the book o
believers were baptized as per the above verse!? We read that all converts
were baptized in the O6name of Jesusbd

Since the Scriptures never contradict, we can safely say and practice both! IN
the great commission, the Lord was pointing to the role of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit in the salvation of a soul. They are not titles as they are

distinct persons of the Godhead. Amen.

Baptizing as per the Great Commission is not wrong as it also includes the
name of the Lord Jesus as the Son. Condeming and bringing division in the

Body of Christ is cultic teaching (promoted by William Branham of USA).
Remember! Baptism is IMPORTANT! Repent, Believe and Be Baptized!

It is NOT optional. Baptism is NOT for salvation but witness to SALVATION!

The Lord Jesus said: Go ye into all the world, e_de)reach the gospel
to every creature. he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,

but he that believeth not shall be damned." Mark 16:15,16.

>> Ask for a book on Basic Foundations to study & teach all lessons.
>> Any questions on this are welcome. Let love in truth prevail. Amen.

7T0For by grace you have been saved t



FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 4. Longsuffering

Read: Galatians 5:22; Exodus 34:6; Numbers 14:18;

1Corinthians 13:4; 2 Peter 3:9,15.

* The definition :- Long-suffering is Love's endurance.

* In the N.T. it is "to endure with unruffled temper". To be long-tempered.
* The Characteristics: -

* Love suffers long and is kind.
* Dr.Han said,"When you lose temper, you lose everything."

* Everybody possesses a temper, but the effective leader/christian in
reliance upon God, controls his temper.

* |t is the partner of patience. Its an antidote to impatience.
* |t is a Divine attribute. God's very nature is long-suffering.
* |t is expressed in delay in executing wrath: Rom.9:22.

* The purpose is desiring for man's salvation: 2 Pe.3:9,15.

* Examples: -

* The O.T. Prophets (Patience) :James 5:10.

* The O.T.Saints (Patience):Heb.6:12.

* Witnessed in Paul's life: 2Cor.6:6;2Tim.3:10.

* Expressed in Jesus' life: Mt. 23:37,17:17; Heb,.12:2.

*To be seen in everybody's life: Eph.4:1,2; 2 Tim.4:2.

* The Result: - what you get by having long _-suffering?

* To have better things in life:Eccl.7:8,9.

* Gives peace & rest:Ps.37:7.

* Imparts experience:Rom.5:3,4.
* Makes life fruitful:Lk.8:15.
* Helps to achieve goals:Heb.12:1.
* Brings blessing:Heb.10:36.
>> Contd on next page >>

>> Ask for books on The Doctrine & Gifts of the Holy Spirit and The
Fruit of the Spirit.  (Send any offering for the same for postage, etc).

Now we have in English, Hindi and Marathi only. Soon in Telugu.
>> Any comments/questions on the Holy Spirit are welcome.

Gal 5:25 If we live ithe Spirit, let us also walk ithe Spirit. 8

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q: Can Believers ever have Failures?
"TKDQNV EH WR *RG ZKR D
M, Q DOO WKHVH WKLQJV
M 5RPDQV

Ans: A casual reading of texts like these would make an average Christian

believe that he would never have any failure in his life. Though it is not the will
of God that His children live in defeat, He does allow failures in their lives for

their own ood. The b_io%raphies an
women sketched in the Scriptures tprov_e substantially that no one escaped the
odi scipline of ailured. Abraham t he

prominent leader among the twelve apostles, Paul the foremost teacher of
Church truths, and name anyone for that matter, all had their share of failures.
In my personal life and ministry victories and failures had their share if not
equally. But | can honestly testify that in my 34 years of walk with God | have
learnt more from my failures than from victories. An analysis gives me at least

five reasons why God allows failures in our lives.

To make us humbler

O0Pride goes before destruction, and
16:18). It is natural for us to be puffed up with pride when everything goes
alright and successful with us. The grace of God is opposed to the pride of
man (1 Peter 5:5b). God is too gracious to withhold His grace from us. If fail-
ure is the only way to make us bend and walk humbly before Him, He hesi-
tates not to permit it in our 1ife.

the grace of God.

To make us wiser

When our lives are free from any kind of defeat or failure, we tend to ascribe
our successfulness to our brilliance and wisdom in doing things. The Bible asks,

oDo ou see a man wise in his own e
for himé (Proverbs 26:12). And it ad
opiniondé (Romans 12:16). Failures a

and make us know that what we know is far less than what we know not.

To make us kinder
God severely deals with those who are hard on others but lenient towards

themselves. The Scripture admoni she:
sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or
you also may be temptedo Gal ati ans
which qualified him to minister to his brothers (Luke 22:32). The Almighty is
the God of all/l ocomfortdé and the Fa
our trials and tribulations. When we taste His kindness we know how to treat
our felow st rugglers (2 Corinthians 1: 3

weaknesses compassionately because He himself was tempted like us in évery—
thing (Hebrew 4:15).

>> contd on page 9 >>
>> Feel free to ask any questions to get clear biblical answers.
>> Share your experiences and comments/suggestions
>> For any counseling and prayer needs, contact anytime: 0 98920 93534

17 Psa111:2 The works of the LOR&¥egreat, sought out of atl h e mé 6



